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says Charle about the sting of erious health problems

LEE he's had over the years including more than a dozen
= strokes, quadruple hypss sureery and, most
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‘I go out every weekend in good
weather jor an afternoon ride
with riends, he says, taking either
his 1953 Chief or 1940 Four depending on
his mood. Until recently he and his wife,
Jean, regularly rode to motorcycle rallies
across Canada and the US. But since
becoming wheelchair-bound from diabetes,
she's no longer able to accompany him.
He still gets out for long rides, although
he quit making his annual pilgrimage to
the Indian Museum in Springfield,
Massachusetts after 22 consecutive years.
‘| went down to the aerodrome in
Rhinebeck. New York last summer with
some fpriends and beat them there
and back! he says with a chuckle.
His riding days started as a youngster of
5 years old, he recalls, when he would
ride on the back of his father’s 1914
Excelsior. 'I'd be hanging on for dear
life as we bumped along dirt roads. The
neighbours said we should get rid of the
bike before we got killed.”
He very nearly did get killed in 1958
when he was hit by a car while riding his
new ‘52 Chief. He was laid up in a body

BuT THE CAMPBELLFORD, ONTARIO NATIVE HAS SOMEHOW
BEATEN THE ODDS AND PULLED THROUGH EACH OF THOSE LIFE-
THREATENING ILLNESSES, ALLOWING HIM AT AGE 79 TO
CONTINUE DOING WHAT HE LOVES MOST — RIDING AND

REPAIRING INDIAN MOTORCYCLES.

ndian

cast for an entire year. But after he
recovered he went right out and bought a
brand new 8o-cubic inch 1953 Blackhawk
Chief to replace its predecessor.

‘I paid $1475 por it. including a kit
(leather saddlebags, apotlights, rear
crash guards, mirrors and chrome
pender tipa) por S145!" It wasn't until after
he'd bought the bike that he started having
some reservations about the expense of
his purchase. Looking back on it he confides,
‘I'm glad [ kept the bike. It's worth about
$30,000 now &0 it was a good investment.”

His passion for Indian motorcycles
began when he was just 17 years old. His
first Indian was ‘a real basketcase’ he
says of the 1929 4-cylinder that cost his »»
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