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Lifestyle It may have been just another day in the
Business pasture for the cows | passed, but riding the
Contests & More new BMW R1200 GS on hilly back roads
Video abounding with potholes and loose gravel was

like a romp in the hay to me: a little wild at
times, but with some deft strokes the whole
experience reached a satisfying climax.

|Business Name |

Such is the nature of BMW's Gellande Strasse

|C”V | adventure bikes. The first GS was conceived o .
@ F Busi as the R80 G/S in 1980 to compete in the then- Io*};?.‘,’gﬁ.s “,f(‘,"t’hRJﬁf’r?,fdsa'ﬁd on.
ind a Business | fledgling Paris-Dakar. (Adrian Blake/Sun Media)
() Find a Person
It was originally introduced as a niche product. But it didn't take long before GS bikes
proved equally popular for riding across the country and commuting from home to
work.
Feutured: Little wonder, then, that the R1200 GS (as well as the GS Adventure) is BMW
Motorrad's best-selling model. Last year saw the 100,000th unit roll off the assembly
Swimsuit 2008 line since it was introduced in 2004 as a replacement for the 1150 GS.
Hot Clicks
Blogs Granted, the GS Adventure is more at home on challenging terrain (take a look at
Feature Series McGregor and Boorman's Long Way Down). The formidable off-roader comes with a
School Ranking monster fuel tank, more suspension travel, crash bars, and knobby off-road rubber.

lOOk Its road-going GS twin acquits itself nicely when it has to tackle the rough patches. It
pee jéﬁl performs best, though, traversing rural roads of all description or briskly pacing traffic
yjourbest

on the freeway with its pavement-friendly Bridgestones.

w Seritons: This year's model sports a number of refinements. There's a modified front fender
and stainless steel deflectors at the front of the fuel tank. For more aggressive riding,
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you'll find dual position
aluminum handlebars. Out
back are new LED tail and
brake lights.

Y CLEARLY LASIK

29099..

Standard features on the
GS include centre stand,
heated grips, luggage rack
and manually adjustable
windshield. In addition you
can choose from three
different trim packages to
suit your needs. The
Namibia Orange GS |
tested was fully equipped
with all the optional extras.

EVERYONE
QUALIFIES

V DRYISHEPH KING

1.877.551.2020 clearlylasik.com

Throwing a leg over the
adjustable 850/870 mm
(33.5/34.2 in.) seat was a tiny bit of a stretch, despite my own six-feet-plus stature
(The GSA has a stratospheric 915/895 mm seat).

Once in the cushy saddle, that's stuffed with even more foam than before, it only
took minutes until | was feeling right at home. Riding position is upright and relaxed.
The taller view serves as an excellent perch, especially in traffic.

The GS is nicely balanced at slow speeds, too, not hampered by either its height or
its 199-kg (438 Ibs.) weight. The tight steering lock is perfect for needling through
traffic and other tight spaces.

Its windshield provides decent protection, but taller riders will notice some buffeting
at speed even when fully adjusted.

The cockpit on my test bike was loaded with electronics. An optional on-board
computer serves up a varied menu of readouts on its LCD display screen. They can
be easily toggled using the Info switch on the left handlebar. There's also a digital
gear selector and a handy digital tire pressure gauge.

Out on the tarmac, the 1170 cc flat twin boxer engine impresses. It's been given new
or updated pistons, cams, airbox, exhaust and engine management. Power was
boosted by 5% to 105 hp and it now redlines at 8,000 rpm. With 85 Ib.-ft. of torque,
there's enough low-end grunt, while the revs are higher through the mid-upper
range.

An all-new gearbox has been finessed for quicker acceleration. It features a broader
range of ratios for better low-speed traction and high-speed touring.

BMW's Enduro ESA, an off-road version of its Electronic Suspension Adjustment, is
now an optional feature on the R1200 GS. Three damper settings (Sport, Normal
and Comfort) can be adjusted on the fly from the left handlebar switchpod. Additional
settings for solo riding, riding with a passenger, and with luggage are also part of the
package.

Braking is superb with BMW's stop-on-a-dime integrated ABS system featuring
Automatic Stability Control (ASC). With this combination, the bike's ECU monitors
wheel spin and reduces power to regain traction if the rear wheel spins faster than
the front. To play in the dirt, ABS can be switched off with the punch of a button on
the handlebar (when the bike is stopped and in neutral).

Fully loaded, the BMW R1200 GS may be pricey, but it's the ultimate all-rounder.
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2008 BMW R1200 GS free
Free credit |
As Tested (before tax): $20,950 Canada
Free_credit re
Options: ABS, ASC, electronic suspension, hand protectors credit score f
Canadians in
seconds.
Engine: 1170-cc, air/oil-cooled, flat twin Boxer ¢

Fuel system: electronic fuel injection

Transmission: six-speed, final shaft drive

Horsepower: 105 hp @ 7,500 rpm

Torque: 85 Ib.-ft. @ 5,750 rpm

Brake Front: dual 305-mm floating disc, 4-piston fixed calliper
Brake Rear: single 265-mm disc, two-piston floating calliper
Seat height: 850/870 mm (33.5/34.2 in.)

Fuel capacity: 20 litres (5.0 gal.)

Dry weight: 199 kg (438 Ibs.)

Basic warranty: three years/unlimited km

Competitors: Buell Ulysses, KTM 990 Adventure, Suzuki V-Strom 1000
Strengths: engine, comfort, options

Weaknesses: some wind turbulence, tall seat for shorter riders
Have all the news delivered to your door 7 days a week.

Previous story: Feeding your passion
Next story: GM boosting four-banger production
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